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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BIOLOGY TEACHERS (NABT)
OUTSTANDING BIOLOGY TEACHER AWARD PROGRAM
— Application Form  —
Congratulations on your nomination for the NABT Outstanding Biology Teacher Award. 
Outstanding biology and life science teaching is essential for preparing student help prepare students for life in a modern society and to informed decisions on behalf of future generations. We know such teaching exists, and for over 50 years, NABT has used the OBTA program to recognize such excellence.
Please complete this form if you wish to be considered for this year’s award. To be eligible, you must be presently teaching biology/life science (public, private or parochial school) and must have devoted a significant portion of your career to the teaching of biology/life science. A minimum of three years of teaching experience is mandatory. Recommendations from four individuals who know of your teaching competence must also be obtained.
In addition, your Selection Committee requires a 20-minute video of your classroom teaching or a demonstration of a technique you use. Please submit your video digitally by making a movie file easily accessible by posting it on your personal website, uploading the file to an FTP site like DropBox, posting it on YouTube, etc.
Required OBTA Application Materials Include:

· Complete Applicant Form

· Listing of various positions held

· Current teaching schedule

· Complete educational record, including continuing education coursework

· Description of professional involvement in the education community

· Personal essay (~ 1000 words) describing your role as a biology teacher

· Link to video of teaching practice

· Four letters of recommendation
When complete, please return this form and the requested materials to your OBTA Director using the information below:

Mark D. Little

NABT Past President, OBTA National Coordinator

mark.little@bvsd.org
* Please note that materials will be retained for three years so that you may be considered for the award in the future. After that time, a new application packet must be submitted. Please contact your OBTA Director if you would like to withdraw any materials from consideration.
Applicant Information
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

School Information: __________________________________________________________________

School Address: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State/Province: ________________  Zip: ____________

School Telephone: ______________________________
Principals’ Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________  State/Province: ________________  Zip: ____________

Home Telephone: _______________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________
Local Newspaper: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you currently a member of NABT: (   ) No
(   ) Yes
Please categorize your school:
Nature: (   ) Private
(   ) Public



Location: (   ) Rural
(   ) Suburban
   (   ) Urban


Grades: (   ) 7-8
(   ) 9-12

Size:  (   ) 0-500
(   ) 500-1000
   (   ) 1000+

Average Class
 Size: (   ) 0-20  (   ) 20-30  (   ) 30+
____ Other

Positions Held: 
Please attach a full listing of your professional positions. Include institution, title, and year(s) listed in chronological order, beginning with the most recent.
Examples include:

· Teaching / Professional

· Administrative

· Consulting

· Volunteer
Current Teaching Schedule: 
Please attach a copy of your current class schedule.
Education Record: 
Please attach a full listing of your educational record. Include institute(s), special program(s), scholarships, etc.
· College/University
· Degree Earned 

· Date


· Major 


· Minor

Courses taken in the last 3-5 years beyond your last degree: 

Please attach a full listing of relevant educational experiences.
· Institution
· Course

· Semester/Quarter Hours or CEU
Please provide any additional information concerning your professional involvement, such as:
· Attendance at national conventions or state/regional/province science meetings of at least one day’s duration within the past five years. Include information on presentations you have made, participation on committees, and/or awards/special recognition achieved,
· Memberships in educational and/or scientific organizations (local, state, provincial, national). 

· Titles of professional journals that you read regularly,
· School or community activities related to your profession in which you have been involved,
· Articles published,
· And any additional information you feel is important to your teaching effectiveness (e.g., curriculum development and other contributions you have made on the local, state, provincial, or national levels).
Personal Essay

Write a brief, informative essay (1000 words or less) about your roles as a biology/life science teacher, commenting on your teaching techniques and strategies. Please include your philosophy as it relates to biological science education for high school/middle school students, and how this relates to your community and nation.

Link to video of teaching (20 minutes max): ____________________________________
Recommendation Letters

Please ask four (4) individuals to write letters of recommendation on your behalf. These individuals should be uniquely qualified to evaluate your teaching effectiveness. Professional colleagues, administrators, parents and former students call all provide letters. The recommendation letters must be submitted to the OBTA Director directly as specified in the application materials.
The letters of recommendation should comment on the following characteristics of the candidate:
· Teaching Ability — What techniques does this teacher employ in his/her course?
· Cooperativeness — How does this teacher cooperate in the school program and/or other academic areas? How does he/she cooperate in community affairs?
· Innovation — What new ideas does this teacher use in teaching? What new methods/materials (particularly appropriate for students) has the teacher developed?
· Initiative — Be specific. Has failure stopped this teacher? Does this teacher adapt his/her methods to new situations?
· Student-Teacher Relationships
Statements by the recommending person should highlight specific examples to support general statements such as “has good work habits” or “is an excellent teacher,” etc.

I have asked the following persons to submit recommendations on my behalf:

Reference #1
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Title / Position: ______________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Applicant: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Reference #2
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Title / Position: ______________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Applicant: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Reference #3
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Title / Position: ______________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Applicant: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Reference #4
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Title / Position: ______________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Applicant: ______________________________________________________________
Telephone: _________________________________________________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________
(   ) I affirm that I have completed this application form and that all information on this form is true and verifiable.

__________________________________________________

(Print Name) 
__________________________________________________

(Signature) 

Please provide the name and address of your science supervisor/coordinator:
_______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Please Note: 

OBTA honorees are chosen by an independent selection committee composed of biology teachers, science supervisors, school administrators, and representatives from industry from the state/province/region where the award is presented. 
Only one recipient may be selected each year per jurisdiction. The decision of the selection panel is final, and it is the policy of the NABT National Office and its staff, officers, and Board of Directors not to interfere in the evaluation process. 
Although names of nominees may be made public if permission if granted, all application materials, evaluation instruments, and information regarding selection committee members are completely confidential and may not be released to the public unless permission is given by the nominee.

All general questions about the program or the evaluation process should be directed to the NABT National Office, P.O. Box 3363, Warrenton, VA 20188, (888) 501-NABT or (703) 264-9696, and office@nabt.org.
REMINDER …
The completed application form, supplementary materials, personal essay, four letters of recommendation, and video are required for this application to be considered. 
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